
At Great MN Schools
We believe that high-quality schools are the cornerstone 
of a just and thriving community. 

Our school-centered approach starts with identifying 
schools with strong leaders and culture, and helping 
them diagnose their strengths and gaps. We facilitate 
the development of a strategic roadmap, and surround 
schools with support to ensure the implementation of 
strategic interventions and evidence-based solutions. 
Together, we partner for continual progress toward 
excellence. This is a unique model in Minnesota. 

And we build community partnerships to support 
underserved families’ ability to navigate K-12 
systems and advocate for their children through new 
tools and resources. This work will lead to families 
choosing better options for their child, and stronger 
family-school relationships and stronger schools.

Today, in Minneapolis...
Most students of color and indigenous students attend 
schools unable to provide them a rigorous and relevant 
education, denied the same quality education as others.

Disparities in school experiences, expectations, and 
outcomes are all too common. One-third of indigenous, 
Black, and Latinx students are reading at grade level, 
compared to nearly 80% of white students.

Great MN Schools
Ensuring every child attends a great school that prepares 
them to thrive in their lives, careers & community

greatmnschools.org
1330 Lagoon Ave, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55408

@GreatMNSchools

Minneapolis students who attend a high-
performing school are 2x more likely to graduate 
high school and have 6x the postsecondary 
completion. Those with a bachelor’s degree, on 
average, expect to earn an additional $900,000 
throughout their life.

Students at Hennepin Schools

By 2030...
We will significantly increase the number of students 

attending excellent and equitable schools.

The Great MN Schools team understands how 
schools work, and they're focused on helping our 

school improve.

— Helen Fisk, Executive Director, Global Academy



FY21 FY22  
goals

# of students in portfolio schools

% of portfolio schools showing annual academic 
progress that is better than the average progress for 
Minneapolis low-income students

N/A N/A

Enrollment in schools that academically outperform 
the city average for low-income students

# of families supported in K-12 decision-making and 
advocacy 1,750

We’re creating a critical mass of great schools, families 
that demand them & systems that support them
We focus our investments against our key priorities and are accountable 
to clear goals that will result in a transformed K-12 landscape.

Students at Hope Academy

SCHOOLS
We partner with promising schools, 
starting with strong school leaders 
empowered to lead 
Investing in schools’ improvement 
and growth, we ensure school 
leaders access best-in-class practices, 
national partnerships, and local 
expertise.

Investing in all that makes a school great

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
We build parents’ capacity toward 
more high-performing schools  
Working alongside community 
partners, we empower families 
with tools to make informed school 
choices and advocate within schools. 
This includes trainings and support 
among partners to deepen use of 
Minneapolis School Finder and other 
Great MN Schools-generated tools 
and national best-practice resources.

PROVEN SOLUTIONS
We advance proven solutions 
Elevating what’s possible, 
demonstrating how other cities 
have increased the number of high-
performing schools—such as using 
school performance frameworks to 
define, measure, and manage school 
quality.

People: 

• Empowered school leaders with a strong vision
• Family and community as authentic partners
• Invested and supported team that reflects diversity of students

Systems and structures:

• Effective operations and governance
• Engaging curriculum and instruction anchored in the

state standards
• Joyful, inclusive culture grounded in high expectations

and continual improvement
• An ecosystem that anchors great schools in

data transparency and accountability

Student-centered learning—
preparing them to thrive in their 

lives, careers, and community

2,691

N/A

5,655

N/A

7,000




