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What are multiple-measure school performance ratings? 
Taking into account critical components of a school—academics, culture, and equity—a multiple-
measure school performance rating, or “SPR,” provides many audiences, but particularly families, 
with contextualized, comparative, accessible information on how schools are serving students. 

A SPR provides an initial snapshot, with additional information that sits under the rating. 

Why use SPRs? 
Minnesota has excelled at collecting education data—this includes the MN Comprehensive 
Assessments, or “MCAs,” our state’s comparative tool to gauge if students are learning standards 
and whether we’re closing gaps for Indigenous, Black, Latinx, and Asian students.   

While our state has comprehensive data, that data is not available in a user-friendly format, it 
often goes unused, and our community lacks a common framework from which to apply school-
level interventions and supports. 

Dramatic improvement is possible—it stems from a keen focus on measuring and managing for 
school quality. 

What exactly do they measure? 
SPRs provide transparency on school performance across a variety of measures: 

● Academic achievement and growth on the MCAs by school and student demographics
● College and career readiness

o Enrollment in advanced courses, among students of all backgrounds
o Graduation rates
o College admission exams
o College remediation rates and continuation

● School climate, safety, and engagement
o Teacher, family, and student surveys
o Attendance metrics and student retention
o Discipline metrics



o Parent engagement  
o Teacher retention and development 

● Equity 
o Academic gaps (proficiency, growth, ACT, graduation, etc.) 
o Student retention gap 
o Student enrollment in advanced courses  
o Teacher and staff demographics in comparison to student demographics 

 
As a community, we can define what it means for a school to be “high quality,” together.  
 
Why feature a school rating?  
In six years of producing and sharing Minneapolis School Finder—in partnership with broad 
stakeholders and community organizations—parents, especially those historically underserved by 
K-12 systems, find contextualized, comparable, and accessible information on schools helpful 
when deciding where to enroll their child and advocating within schools.  
 
We appreciate that a composite or summative rating is critical piece of information that many 
families—especially those that systems have failed—want as they understand how well schools 
meet the academic and social emotional needs of the students they enroll.  
 
Are you putting too much emphasis on a single test, the MCA? 
No. Multiple-measure school performance ratings are designed to provide a holistic view of how a 
school is meeting students’ academic and social emotional needs. The emphasis on MCAs 
reduces when you have a multiple-measure school performance rating, as you intentionally 
include other information in the rating. Absent a composite rating, families and decision-makers 
often look at the MCAs in isolation, as the single measure of a school’s quality. 
 
At the same time, the MCAs are a critical component of a school performance rating. They’re a 
critical assessment tool for families, policymakers, educators, and decision-makers because they’re 
aligned with reading, math, and science state standards for learning: 

● For families, the MCA is the only tool that lets you know if your child is growing 
academically and on track for college.  

● The MCAs let teachers see where individual kids are academically. And for school and 
system leaders, they help inform interventions and changes to instruction so more students 
have productive and positive experiences in schools. They also provide a comparison 
between all students in the state. 

● For policymakers, they show how many students are meeting the state standards and 
sheds light on whether we’re closing opportunity gaps. 

 
Who would use a SPR? 

https://minneapolisschoolfinder.org/


First and foremost, families! SPRs help families understand how their school is performing, inform 
the choice of where they send their children to school, and provide information to help families 
effectively engage with the school.   
 
Why now? 
Retired Minnesota Supreme Court Justice Alan Page and Minneapolis Federal Reserve President 
Neel Kashkari, in making the case to amend our state's constitution, reaffirm that all children 
should have the right to a quality education and that how we define quality will be instrumental. 
 
What’s more, we appreciate that schools’ current academic ratings in Minneapolis School Finder 
could better meet parents’ needs—a rating that better reflects a holistic understanding of school 
performance. 
 
What about the Department of Education’s ‘Minnesota Report Card’? 
The Minnesota Report Card is part of our state’s federally approved ESSA (“Every Student 
Succeeds Act”) plan. ESSA’s intent is to facilitate the evaluation of schools. And while Minnesota 
does an excellent job of collecting data on schools, the current ESSA system in Minnesota hasn’t 
taken the next step to summarize school quality in a transparent way.  
 
SPRs are an opportunity to make sense of the data that already exists—and make use of it.  
 
What’s the timeline? 
We’re building out a school performance rating for Minneapolis School Finder that will replace the 
academic rating on each school’s profile. We will include a “prototype” sample in the 6th edition 
(early 2022) and then include the final framework in the 7th edition (early 2023). We’re committed 
to engaging broad stakeholder groups across Minneapolis to help inform what’s included in the 
framework and how we weight different measures.  
 
Does Minneapolis School Finder lend to school transparency and accountability? 
The school finder is the only guide that provides families with information on schools across 
Minneapolis. We believe this transparency is critical as families explore school options and 
advocate for their children within a current school in which they’re enrolled.  
 
However, the school finder itself does not provide accountability. It is the role of system and 
school leaders—including, for example, the Minneapolis Board of Education and public charter 
school board of directors and authorizers—to ensure schools meet the academic needs of all 
children.  
 
If you have any questions or feedback, please contact us at info@greatmnschools.org.  

https://rc.education.mn.gov/#mySchool/p--3

