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FRUSTRATION

I dip my fountain pen into the ink container. I place
the pen on the paper. What will be the first words

of the Declaration of Independence? They must be
convincing and also get the message to King George
that we want to be free. After waiting for what seems
like an hour, I print the words “The Colonists of the
new land want to...” No! That won’t do. The words
must be more convincing. I crumble the paper and
throw it across the room. I dip the pen again and place
the pen on a new, clean sheet of paper. Now I print the
words “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal...” “No! That will go later in
the paper,” I scream, now ripping up the paper. I'm
so angry that when I dip my pen, ink splatters on my
white cuff. After an hour, I decide on the first words:
“When in the course of human events it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bonds...” “Yes! Those will be the first words of the
Declaration of Independence,” I say, leaping for joy.

A:eshorgidoof o yodanqencdioiopaddcdB8osioy:asde’ou "n 85 i8S Buoianmmhttps://achievethecore.org/

category/330/student-writing-samples
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“THE TALE OF JOHNNY TOWN-MOUSE” BY BEATRIX POTTER?

1. Johnny Town-mouse was born in a cupboard. Timmy Willie
was born in a garden. Timmy Willie was a little country mouse
who went to town by mistake, in a hamper. The gardener sent
vegetables to town once a week by carrier; he packed them in a
big hamper.

2. The gardener left the hamper by the garden gate, so that the
carrier could pick it up when he passed. Timmy Willie crept in
through a hole in the wicker-work, and after eating some peas--
Timmy Willie fell fast asleep.

3. Heawoke in a fright, while the hamper was being lifted into the
carrier’s cart. Then there was a jolting, and a clattering of horse’s
feet; other packages were thrown in; for miles and miles--jolt-

-jolt--jolt! and Timmy Willie trembled amongst the jumbled up
vegetables. At last the cart stopped at a house, where the hamper
was taken out, carried in, and set down.

4. Timmy Willie, who had lived all his life in a garden, was almost
frightened to death. Presently the cook opened the hamper and
began to unpack the vegetables. Out sprang the terrified Timmy
Willie.

5. Up jumped the cook on a chair, exclaiming “A mouse! A mouse!
Call the cat! Fetch me the poker, Sarah!” Timmy Willie did not
wait for Sarah with the poker; he rushed along the skirting board
till he came to a little hole, and in he popped.

?Potter, Beatrix. “The Tale of Johnny Town-Mouse.” Public domain. Achieve the Core,

https://achievethecore.org/category/415/ela-literacy-assessments
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6. He dropped half a foot, and crashed into the middle of a mouse
dinner party, breaking three glasses. “Who in the world is this?”
inquired Johnny Town-mouse. But after the first exclamation of
surprise he instantly recovered his manners.

=

7. With the utmost politeness he introduced Timmy Willie to nine
other mice, all with long tails and white neckties. Timmy Willie’s
own tail was insignificant. Johnny Town-mouse and his friends
noticed it; but they were too well bred to make personal remarks;
only one of them asked Timmy Willie if he had ever been in a
trap?

8. The dinner was eight courses; not much of anything, but truly
elegant. All the dishes were unknown to Timmy Willie, who
would have been a little afraid of tasting them; only he was very
hungry, and very anxious to behave with company manners.

9. “Why don’t those youngsters come back with the dessert?” It
should be explained that two young mice, who were waiting on
the others, went skirmishing upstairs to the kitchen between
courses. Several times they had come tumbling in, squeaking and
laughing; Timmy Willie learned with horror that they were being
chased by the cat. His appetite failed, he felt faint.

o

10. “Try some jelly?” said Johnny Town-mouse. “No? Would you
rather go to bed? I will show you a most comfortable sofa pillow.”

Grade 5 Minnesota Standards Family Guide | 9




11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

The sofa pillow had a hole in it. Johnny Town-mouse quite
honestly recommended it as the best bed, kept exclusively

for visitors. But the sofa smelt of cat. Timmy Willie

preferred to spend a miserable night under the fender.

It was just the same the next day. Timmy Willie longed to be at
home in his peaceful nest in a sunny bank. The food disagreed
with him, and the noise prevented him from sleeping. In a few
days he grew so thin that Johnny Town-mouse noticed it and
questioned him. He listened to Timmy Willie’s story and inquired
about the garden. “It sounds rather a dull place. What do you do
when it rains?”

“When it rains, I sit in my little sandy burrow and shell corn and
seeds from my autumn store. And when the sun comes out again,
you should see my garden and the flowers--roses and pinks and
pansies--no noise except the birds and bees and the lambs in the
meadows.”

“There goes that cat again!” exclaimed Johnny Town-mouse.
When they had taken refuge in the coal-cellar he resumed the
conversation. “I confess I am a little disappointed; we have
endeavored to entertain you, Timothy William.”

“Oh yes, yes, you have been most kind; but I do feel so ill,” said
Timmy Willie.

“It may be that your teeth and digestion are unaccustomed to our
food; perhaps it might be wiser for you to return in the hamper.’

1)

“Oh? Oh!” cried Timmy Willie.

“Why of course! We could have sent you back last week,” said
Johnny rather huffily. “Did you not know that the hamper goes
back empty on Saturdays?”

So Timmy Willie said good-bye to his new friends and hid in the
hamper with a crumb of cake and a withered cabbage leaf; and
after much jolting, he was set down safely in his own garden.

10 | Grade 5 Minnesota Standards Family Guide
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25
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27

28

. Sometimes on Saturdays he went to look at the hamper lying by
the gate, but he knew better than to get in again. And nobody got
out, though Johnny Town-mouse had half promised a visit.

. The winter passed; the sun came out again; Timmy Willie sat by
his burrow warming his little fur coat and sniffing the smell of
violets and spring grass. He had nearly forgotten his visit to town.
When up the sandy path all spick and span with a brown leather
bag came Johnny Town-mouse!

. Timmy Willie received him with open arms. “You have come at the
best of all the year. We will have herb pudding and sit in the sun.”

“H’'m’m! It is a little damp,” said Johnny Town-mouse, who was
carrying his tail under his arm, out of the mud. “What is that
fearful noise?” he started violently.

.“That?” said Timmy Willie, “that is only a cow; they are quite
harmless, unless they happen to lie down upon you. How are all
our friends?”

. Johnny explained why he was paying his visit so early in the
season; the family had gone to the sea-side for Easter. The cook
was doing spring cleaning, with particular instructions to clear
out the mice. There were four kittens, and the cat had killed the
canary.

.“They say we did it; but I know better,” said Johnny Town-mouse.
“Whatever is that fearful racket?”

.“That is only the lawn-mower; I will fetch some of the grass
clippings presently to make your bed. I am sure you will never
want to live in town again,” said Timmy Willie.

. But he did. He went back in the very next hamper
of vegetables; he said it was too quiet!
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BOOK RESPONSE ON ROLL OF
THUNDER, HEAR MY CRY

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred
Taylor takes place in Mississippi in the 1930’s,

A . Selosio
a time when segregation was present. Some ;ggﬂimﬁg%mi;nggogmwmgéﬁ
of the characters in this story are: the Logans  &eis:meiotsomdisich. o
(Cassie, Stacey, Little Man, Christopher oo igonadndhemaddob

AgfoSoquesTedS gSoan.

John, Mama, and Papa), T.]. Avery, and Mr.
Morrison. In the book, one of the characters,
Mr. Morrison says, “In those years I suppose
it was just as hard being free as it was being
a slave.”

In this book response, I am going to
use examples from the book to help ¢l0855055885
explain why I agree with that quote.

One of the examples to support the
quote is Soldiers Bridge. Soldiers Bridge
is a bridge on which white men have power
over black men. The bridge has only one
lane for only one car. If two people with
the same skin color meet at the bridge, the
person who reached the bridge first gets
to go first. If a white and a black meet at
the bridge, the white automatically gets
to go first, always. This is true even if the
black wagon/car is halfway across the
bridge. The blacks would have to back off
the bridge, and allow the whites to cross!
This makes them feel like slaves obligated
to obey their masters’ commands.

Another example is Mama losing
her job. Mama lost her job as a school g Sttt Botios
teacher because Mr. Granger, who is the G o gimoglesdionicaasoicidighs
school district manager (and who also wants pood o
the Logans’ land) claimed that Mama was AT B Boeaocpocs.
teaching inappropriate information at the
school, and should not be teaching anymore.
Mr. Granger is white, and he feels strongly

3Writing sample obtained with permission from Student Partners. “Student Writing Samples.”
Achieve the Core, https://achievethecore.org/category/330/student-writing-samples
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that whites are better than blacks. Mama
was teaching about slavery and how black
women/men were treated unfairly. He
wanted a reason to fire her because without
her paycheck, the Logans would not have
enough money to pay the taxes for their
land, and he might be able to get it.

Another example is the Jefferson
School Bus (the white school’s bus) that
drives past Cassie, Stacey, Christopher
John, and Little Man every morning as they & M

3 _ & o oimoglesdioiiancsSosioidighs

walk to school. The driver and the children Sosegt
make fun of the Logans and laugh at them. oo BiononpB8:0:cBorcomacs Boch.
If it has rained the night before, the driver
would speed up and splash mud at the
Logans. The Logan children felt mad, and
humiliated, but they could do nothing to
stop the white bus driver from doing this.
They were like slaves, because they had no
control over what was happening to them.

agfoonogloniSicnsoioBordions

Yet another example to support
Mr. Morrison’s idea, is the Wallace store.
The Wallace store is the local store where
people shop (and which also sells alcoholic
beverages). Most of the white men gather at
the Wallace Store to drink, smoke, and play
cards. If black skinned people were to enter
the Wallace Store, the drinkers and smokers
would insult them by calling them names, like
“nigger” and they would make fun of them.
The blacks would also always be served last.
This is like Soldiers Bridge, because even if a
black person was already being waited on, if evioproriaBon8 eS8 goton
a white person arrived, Mr. Wallace would B Spabor
stop waiting on the black person, and help
the white person. This is definitely not fair.

My last example is the textbooks
that the students are given in the black
school. At first the black students were all
excited about the new books, but when Little
Man accepts his book, their point of view
changes completely. The “new” textbooks
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are discards from a white school, where
they were used until they were in very

bad condition. Little Man ( who is very
meticulous) refused to use his book because
it was old and dirty. Little Man’s teacher
became mad and used the whip on him.

As you can see from the situations
I have explained, life for the Logans during
this time was completely unfair. They
were treated unfairly, because their skin
is black. The black skinned people in this

story were treated with almost no respect agiosonosiodiogiofianmasal
from the white skinned people in this story. 1qi0338moxisBondh

Although slavery had ended, these people
were still treated like slaves because the
whites would order them around, and they
would have to obey, or risk their lives.
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Answer key on page 22.

*Math problems obtained with permission from Student Partners. “Mathematics Assessments.”

Achieve the Core, https://achievethecore.org/category/1020/mathematics-assessments
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ANSWER KEY
1: 96 bags of candy; 2: 1/12; 3b: (14,12); 4: mile; 5: 6660; 6: 11/5; 7a: <; 7b: <; 7c: >
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